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| am atraditional Chinese woman, born in asmall villagein Chinain the 30’s. Dueto the fact that |
was agirl and it was during war time, | didn’t get a chance to go to school. Interms of religion, the
peoplein the village were superstitious and mostly worshipped idols, and did not have the
opportunity to know Christ. Later on | immigrated to USA. My friends and relatives around me
had all been non-believers. Also, there had been some natura resistance, | was not able to
understand and accept God.

However, God did not forget me or let me go even though | am just a nobody and worthless person.
Thru my son and daughter-in-law, God brought me to Gilead and led me to believe in Him one step
at atime. Atfirst, | was pretty much just following Tim and Florato church so as not to disappoint
them. | often dozed off while listening to sermons. However, Holy Spirit was slowly working in
my heart, with all of you in the church spending time to teach and guide me. God's truth finally
settled in my heart despite my stubbornness. | can see and feel God'slove. | am not able to read
Bible on my own so | couldn't come to know the Lord from the Bible. | am grateful for Robert and
Annie, Pastor's wife and afew other sistersin Gilead who tirelessly spent time to share the gospel
and clearly explain God's grace and salvation. They arereally great mentors.

Today, | am really happy to accept Jesus as my personal Savior, getting baptized as God's child, and
| pray that Holy Spirit be with me, and that | could get to know more and more about our Lord.
Thank Y oul!
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| became a Christian when | was 5 years old.

It happened one day during Sunday school at Heritage Baptist Church. The teacher of the
class, Garwin Ching, | believe his name was, asked the class if we knew what a Christian was.
Naturally, we said yes--we were in church, after all; what else would we be learning about?
Then, he asked if we understood what being a Christian was like. | did not really understand
what he meant by that. At the time, | thought that being a Christian just meant that you were
agood person who did good things. So when he asked for anyone who wanted to learn more
to raise their hands, | did.

After class ended and refreshment break began, afew others and | were brought to a quiet
part of the room where we had a 1-on-1 talk with the teachers. When it was my turn, Garwin
showed me something that looked like a rubix cube. There were images on the cube that
showed the steps of Christianity depending on how you flipped and turned the object. He
explained that simply being a good person did not make someone a Christian, but at the
same time, a Christian was supposed to be a good person. The first couple of images on the
cube depicted an understanding of sin, and that everyone on earth was guilty of it. The next
few were about knowing that sin was bad, and that sin was what kept people from going to
Heaven when they died. The last demonstration of the cube showed Jesus on the cross, and
Garwin explained that Jesus had died for the sins of al people, of any age, and of any race. He
said that Jesus was quite literally God' s gift to humanity. The only way to get to Heaven was
to believe that Jesus Christ had died on the cross for our sins, washing them away with his
blood. Of course, since | was only five years old, | found the entire idea pretty gruesome
because | took things quite literally. But | did believe that Jesus Christ had died for us.

After becoming a Christian, | did not feel any different. | did not feel like | had magically
become a better person. In fact, | felt the opposite. | became aware of just how many things|
was doing wrong--some things minor, some things major. But they were all sin. Of coursg, |
knew that it was impossible to never do wrong, and | realized that being a Christian wasn’t
about never doing wrong. It was about |earning and understanding sin, so that we would not
doit again.

But that' s not dl, either.

For some reason, | can remember one bible lesson by Garwin in particular. He taught that in
olden Europe, there were people who went out at night to light the street lamps. Even when
it was cold or scary, dark or dangerous, those lamplighters would not fail to go out and light
the way for al the peoplein the city. Garwin taught me that Christians were the lamplighters
of faith, lighting the way for others to find their own path to God.

| have Him to thank for lighting the way for me, and for where | am today.
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